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MINUTES — PARKS COMMISSION
March 2, 2021

The meeting of the Parks Commission for Tuesday, March 2, 2021 was called to order at 5:30 PM. Parks
Commission members present were Chair Mike Wiley, Patricia Dufendach, Sarah Hooper, and Laura Stearns, as
well as Deputy Town Administrator Mary Bohlen. Also present were Town Administrator Jeff Fleetwood, Incoming
Public Works Superintendent Jimmy Charles, Kelly Buchanan of Worcester Recreation and Parks, Tony Weeg of
We Heart Berlin, and Jennifer Leggour of Worcester Youth and Family Counseling. Bruce Hyder had notified Ms.
Bohlen that he would be absent.

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus/Covid-19 State of Emergency, this meeting was held virtually via Zoom and
broadcast live via Facebook.

Ms. Dufendach moved to approve the Minutes of November 3, 2020, Ms. Hooper seconded, and approval was
unanimous.

Ms. Bohlen brought the Commission’s attention to the draft of the Berlin Parks Commission Commemorative
Program. She noted that Mayor Tyndall and she had discussed several aspects of the proposed program for which
he had expressed concerns. Ms. Bohlen requested any questions or comments from the Commission members
and noted that, because spring and early summer was a particularly busy time for the Mayor and Council, she
would not bring the program to them for final approval until after July 1, 2021. With no discussion from the
Commission, Ms. Dufendach moved to approve the program as written and to move forward with presentation
to the Mayor and Council. Ms. Hooper seconded the motion and approval was unanimous.

Ms. Buchanan presented the Worcester Recreation and Parks request to hold Spring Tennis Clinics on May 11 and
18, 2021. She noted that they were not planning to offer the drop-in programming, as had been done in previous
years, at this time. Ms. Dufendach moved to approve the request as presented and Mr. Wiley seconded. Approval
was unanimous and Ms. Bohlen noted that this item was on the agenda for the March 8, 2021 Mayor and Council
Meeting for final approval.

Mr. Weeg discussed a concept for the installation of ping pong tables at Burbage Park. He noted that his concept
included permeable concrete pads, fencing and parking, as well as potentially replacing the existing bench and,
hopefully, working with a local source for the provision of the tables themselves. Mr. Fleetwood asked Mr. Weeg
if he had a cost estimate and if he had given thought to future maintenance; Mr. Weeg indicted he estimated the
cost for the tables and pads to be approximately $15,000 and that he had little expectation for ongoing
maintenance aside from grass cutting.

Ms. Bohlen noted that the first step should be to have Miss Utility on site to determine if there are any
underground utilities that would impact the development of the park. The Town would also need to have a
professional engineer determine if the site was suitable for the proposed project and reminded all that the Parks
Commission is an advisory committee to the Mayor and Council and does not have spending authority; final
approval would have to come from the Mayor and Council. Mr. Weeg also noted that he was in the process of
establishing We Heart Berlin as an official non-profit and had begun raising funds for the project. He also noted
that a formal agreement would need to be developed between the Town and We Heart Berlin. Discussion
continued. Mr. Weeg also indicated that he did not want to wait for grant funding to be approved, but instead
hoped to fund the project through We Heart Berlin and the Town. He also intended to work with Assateague
Coastal Trust for appropriate landscaping.
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Rain gardens not only help to reduce
runoff and filter pollutants, but they
are also beneficial to native pollinator
insects, like bees and butterflies.

In time, perennial plants establish

This low lying area is often inundated
with precipitation run off from Route
113. The Henry Park Rain Garden was
planted with native plant and flower
species such as Bee Balm, Blue Flag
Iris, Butterfly Milkweed, and Cardinal

deep root system that encourage Flower.

infiltration through the soil layers
while absorbing nutrients. %&
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